
Title: A Call to Discipleship (Part 2) 

Passage: Matthew 28:16-20 
 
Overview 
Call to Discipleship - two aspects: 
Matthew 4:19 
And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 
1) call to salvation  
2) call to prioritize Christ in all things  
 
Context of Passage 
Gospel of Matthew 
- Focus: Jesus is the promised Messiah (Messiah: promised one by God to send who will come as 
king and restore the world as God created in the beginning) 
- after Jesus resurrection, Jesus met with his disciples. 
 
Passage: Matthew 28:16-20 
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. And 
when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 
to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 
Outline: 3 more facets of the Call of Discipleship 
3) call to believe in the authority of Christ 
4) call to obey Christ's commandments to make disciples 
5) call to rely on Jesus' continual presence with us 
 
I. A call to discipleship is a call to believe in the authority of Christ.  
Matthew 28:18 
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
 
Gospel of Matthew 
- repeatedly points to Jesus as king 
- Matthew 2: Magi (wise men) came to worship the King of the Jews 
Daniel 7:13-14 
“I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of 
man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. 
And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and 
languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and 
his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed. 
- "Authority" (Greek word): doing as one wishes (full control and sovereignty over everything) 
 
Gospels repeatedly points to Jesus' authority 
- authority over sickness,  
- authority over disease (Mt 4, 8, 12, 17), 
- authority over death (Jn 11, Lazarus),  
- authority over teachers/leaders of Israel,  
- authority to delegate/power over disease (send out disciples), forgive sins  
- authority to judge (Jn 5) 
- authority to lay down life and take it up again (Jn 10) 
- authority over each and every life 



 
Jesus has authority over our lives as Lord 
Acts 16:31 
And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 
- note: Jesus is "Lord" is fact, whether we choose to believe it or not. 
Philippians 2:9-11 
Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
Revelation 5:5, 14 
And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of 
David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.”... And the four living 
creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped. 
- implications: the issue of Jesus as ultimate authority is one of the most important issues for 
anything we do, especially when we tell others about Christ. 
 
Evangelism - contrary temptations:  
1) we fear people more than we fear Jesus' authority 
2) we forget Jesus' authority that He will judge the world (Jn 3:16) 
- contrast the truth: Jesus authority is the fuel of missions  
- if Jesus has the authority to judge, then we are bound by love to tell others about the Gospel to 
change the course of their lives. 
- Question: who do we think we are to tell others who do not have Christ that they are going to hell? 
- Answer: it is truth where Jesus has all authority over heaven and earth who will judge all.   
- Out of compassion and love, we see people who are suffering/lost in sin who do not have any 
eternal hope.  In the Gospel, you know the cure where there is hope and life. 
- It is selfish if we do not tell others about Christ who can release them from sin and bondage and 
change their eternal destination of hell. 
Philemon 1:6 
and I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective for the full knowledge of every good 
thing that is in us for the sake of Christ. 
 
II. A call to discipleship is a call to obey Christ's commandments to make disciples.  
Matthew 28:19 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
Luke 6:40 
A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is fully trained will be like his teacher. 
 
Term of "Christian" 
Acts 11:26 
and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church 
and taught a great many people. And in Antioch the disciples were first called Christians. 
- people became known as "christians" because they were sharing and talking about Christ. 
 
Key points  
Being a disciple of Christ 
- if you are a Christian, you are a disciple. 
- it is not optional 
- grounded and flows out of love for God 
Making disciples 
- it is not optional as well.  Jesus called us to make disciples 



 
How make disciples? 
- meet  
- read the Bible with others;  
- share/speak God's Words to others 
- be baptized (a public act of obedience; symbol of what has happened already in your heart by 
Christ) 
- teach the Word (as you study yourself) 
- spend time with another in building relationship, then suggest reading the Bible together (ex: Gospel 
of Mark, Ephesians) 
- pray (who to evangelize, spend quality time with family/others) 
 
Allow the Bible to do the work.  It is not about you but God working through you. 
Isaiah 55:10-11 
For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water the 
earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my 
word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that 
which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 
III. A call to discipleship is a call to rely on Jesus' continual presence with us. 
Matthew 28:20 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.” 
 
Matthew 1:21-23 
She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All 
this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 
“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” 
(which means, God with us). 
- as the Gospel began with the key point that God is always with you (Immanuel), Jesus re-affirms the 
promise ("I am with you always") 
 
2 Timothy 1:7 
for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control. 
Philippians 4:13 
I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 
John 15:4-5 
Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither 
can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in 
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 
2 Corinthians 12:9-10 
But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest 
upon me. For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 
persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 
 
Video resource: Francis Chan (discipleship) 
https://youtu.be/toSM-CRT3Ko 
 

https://youtu.be/toSM-CRT3Ko

